Brief comment text:

I use and help develop the Meshtastic project, a global community committed to open-source, low-power, and decentralized communication networks.

I have concerns and oppose NextNav’s recent proposal to the FCC. This proposal threatens public access to key radio frequencies, which are essential for decentralized communication systems.

What is Meshtastic?

Meshtastic is an open-source project using low-power RF technologies like LoRa to support long-distance, decentralized communication, particularly in areas lacking reliable infrastructure. Meshtastic devices operate on unlicensed frequency bands, offering affordable, community-driven networks that don’t rely on centralized systems.

My concerns with NextNav’s Proposal:

	1.	Interference with Unlicensed Bands: NextNav’s proposal could give them exclusive access to frequencies used by low-power devices like Meshtastic. This risks severe interference, especially in rural and underserved areas where decentralized networks are crucial.
	2.	Impact on Innovation: Limiting access to unlicensed spectrum could stifle innovation in open-source projects, which rely on these frequencies for development and experimentation. This would disproportionately benefit large corporations, reducing opportunities for smaller, community-driven initiatives.
	3.	Public Safety Risks: Meshtastic networks are vital during emergencies, providing essential communication when traditional systems fail. Restricting access to these frequencies could weaken public safety efforts and undermine community resilience in disaster-prone areas.
	4.	Equity and Accessibility: Unlicensed spectrum allows individuals and underserved communities to build affordable communication networks. NextNav’s proposal could create barriers, limiting access to these vital resources and worsening the digital divide.

In conclusion, I along with the entire Meshtastic open source community, urge the FCC to reject NextNav’s proposal, as it poses significant risks to decentralized networks, community resilience, and public safety. We advocate for preserving unlicensed access to these frequency bands to protect innovation and ensure equity in communication infrastructure.
